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Set adjacent to a major roadway, 
the 65-acre Day Use Area establishes 
a much needed gateway into the 
rolling meadows of the 3,600-
acre Little Bennett Regional Park 
in Clarksburg, Maryland. The 
4-acre pilot project heralds the full 
development of the remaining 61-
acre gateway and nature-based 
recreation area. As a neglected 
farmstead was transformed 
into a unique park entrance, art, 
recreation, and environmental 
education drew visitors intimately 
into a seemingly familiar piedmont 
meadow landscape. The simple 
program highlights the park’s natural 
features: its beauty and tranquil 
environment.

Exploring conservation and 
sustainability, the project 
successfully pioneered new 
approaches for meadow restoration. 
Hay bale sound walls and an 
environmental sculpture emphasize 
material recycling and enthuse the 
outdoor experience. The project 
translates rural aesthetics into a 
memorable landscape and sets the 
tone for future development of the 
Day Use Area.

Project Team
Montgomery County Department of Parks
Ching-Fang Chen, landscape architecture
Carole Bergmann, ecology
Colter Burkes, tree preservation
William Payton, environmental engineering
David Linton, construction management
Wendy Hanley, operations & maintenance

Landscape architecture and Site Engineering
A. Morton Thomas & Associates, Inc.
Steve Torgerson, ASLA
Matthew Ernest, P.E. 

Tree Preservation
Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc. 
Chris Cowles 

Construction
HMF Paving Contractors
Environmental Design & Construction
Capital Flexi-Pave LLC
Page Stonework and Landscape

Environmental Sculpture
Mark Parsons, artwork
The Hyattstown Mill Arts Project
Bobby Donovan, curation
The Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery Co.
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