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Why Do We Care About Bats?

• Pest control 

• Seed dispersal

• Pollinators 

• Important prey source 

Indiana Bat: USFWS, Andrew King



NLEB: The Original Listing

• Originally Listed under the ESA as Threatened

• White Nose Syndrome

• Population Declines of up to 97%



Northern Long-Eared Bat

• Species Range (2015)

• Habitat Generalist



The 4(d) Rule Solution

• Habitat Loss (?)

• Minimal Restrictions 

on Tree Clearing

Source: NLEB Winter Habitat and Roost Trees; accessed April 8, 2023, Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources



Then the World Changed…

• 2020 Court Case

• FWS goes back to the drawing board
• 2022 Proposed Rule

• 2023 Final Rule



NLEB Range



Coming Soon…

• Tricolored Bat 
• Proposed Sept 2022

• Expected Final in 2023

• Little Brown Bat?
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