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Kim Prisco-Baggett
USACE – Norfolk District
Chief, Special Projects Section and Deputy 
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Kim will review the 2026 Nationwide Permit 
(NWP) reissuances and proposed changes, 
highlighting their impact on project planning, 
timelines, and compliance. The discussion will 
also cover the new Virginia State 
Programmatic General Permit (SPGP) and 
shifting thresholds, followed by an update on 
Norfolk District’s streamlining efforts, the 
Regulatory Request System (RRS), and internal 
reorganization.

2026 Nationwide Permit and Other U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers-Related Updates  
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AGENDA

• 2026 Nationwide Permits
• Nationwide Permits Round 2
• 2026 Virginia State Programmatic General Permit (SPGP)
• Streamlining Efforts
• Regulatory Request System (RRS)
• Norfolk District Reorganization
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2026 NATIONWIDE PERMITS



2026 NATIONWIDE PERMITS

• Final Action published in the Federal Register on January 8, 2026

• Reissuance of 56 existing Nationwide Permits 
• Not reissued:  Nationwide Permit 56 – Finfish mariculture activities 
• New:  NWP 60 - Activities to Improve Passage of Fish and Other Aquatic Organisms



NATIONWIDE PERMIT 60
NWP 60: Activities to Improve Passage of Fish and Other Aquatic Organisms

• Statutory Authority: Section 10 and Section 404

• Limit: 1-acre 

• Pre-Construction Notification: Discharges that result in the loss of greater than 1/10 acre

• Applicability: All waters of the U.S. including navigable waters

• Proposed Activity: 
• Improvements or restoration of passages for fish and other aquatic organisms that are not 

authorized by Nationwide Permit 27
• Nature-Based solutions to improve connectivity for fish & aquatic organisms



GRANDFATHER PROCESS FOR 2021 NWPS

• If project was verified under 2021 NWPs and project is either under contract or 
has commenced (i.e., under construction) by March 14, 2026, then the permittee 
has until March 14, 2027, to complete all authorized impacts.

• If project was verified under 2021 NWPs and authorized work has not 
commenced (i.e., under construction) or is not under contract by March 14, 2026, 
then review and reverification under 2026 NWPs will be required.  

 If nothing has changed, you can send an email to the REG ROD email 
cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil



UPDATES TO REGIONAL CONDITIONS
• Addition: NWP 6 - A PCN is required for all proposed seismic surveying involving sub-bottom profilers or 

other sound-generating surveying likely to cause behavior modification or injury to fish. AND A PCN is 
required for any proposed survey and/or site characterization activities in any Habitat Area of Particular 
Concern (HAPC).

• Addition: NWP 18 - For residential subdivisions, the aggregate total loss of waters of United States 
authorized by this NWP cannot exceed 1/10-acre. This includes any loss of waters of the United States 
associated with development of individual subdivision lots.

• Removal: No Trout Waters Regional Condition

• Removal: Optional checklist requirement for NWP 27 due to PCN requirement dropped

• Update: No Conditional CZMA, applicants are not required to do additional DWR Coordination

• Update: All 401 WQC granted (except 32 waived)

• Update:  Regional Condition 4 (ESA)



REGIONAL CONDITION 4 REVISION (21 MAY 2026)
FEDERALLY LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES AND DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITAT FOR NON-FEDERAL PERMITTEES 

2021:
The applicant may use IPaC to determine if any federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat 
may be affected by their proposed project. If your Official Species List from IPaC identifies any federally listed threatened or 
endangered species, you are required to submit a PCN for the proposed activity, unless the project clearly does not impact a 
listed species or suitable habitat for the listed species. 

2026:
The applicant may use IPaC to determine if any federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat 
may be affected by their proposed project.  If your Official Species List from IPaC identifies any federally listed threatened or 
endangered species, you are required to submit a PCN for the proposed activity.  

Upcoming Revision:
The applicant may use IPaC to determine if any federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat 
may be affected by their proposed project.

GC 18: Non-federal permittees must submit a pre-construction notification to the district engineer if any listed species (or species 
proposed for listing) or designated critical habitat (or critical habitat proposed such designation) might be affected or is in the 
vicinity of the activity



WWW.NAO.USACE.ARMY.MIL/MISSIONS/REGULATORY-
BRANCH/2026-NATIONWIDE-PERMITS/
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NATIONWIDE PERMITS ROUND 2

“Notice of Solicitation of Input on Potential Future Changes to Nationwide Permits; Establishment 
of a Public Docket; Request for Input”

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf

• Federal Register Notice soliciting ideas closed on 15 MAY 2026
• Headquarters reviewing comments to determine path forward
• Intent to streamline and add efficiencies to the general permit program

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-16/pdf/2026-05051.pdf
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STATE PROGRAMMATIC GENERAL PERMIT (SPGP) 

• Residential, Commercial, Institutional and Recreational Development (RCIR) 
• Linear Transportation (LT) 
• 2022 SPGPs expire August 01, 2026

• 2026 SPGP is currently under development, but should be effective August 2, 2026

• Will likely include the changes we public noticed in September 2025:
• SPGP-RCIR to 2 acres and the SPGP-LT to 1 acre.
• Preliminary Screening Form will remain an optional process
• Combined the list of procedure and definitions into a second, separate document, one per each SPGP
• The definitions have been updated to coincide with the Nationwide Permit definitions
• Residential development definition has been updated to include construction or expansion of a single residence
• We have changed the formatting to mirror the Nationwide Permit formatting
• We have reorganized the SPGPs so that authorized activities and excluded activities are listed on the first page of the SPGPs
• We have made minor editorial changes
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• RRS 
• Projects assigned more quickly
• No Permit Required Module (activities only)
• No PCN Required Module

• Increasing SPGP Thresholds
• Revising PASDO to reduce federal review to minimum necessary
• Mitigation Team reestablished and working on efficiencies
• Reducing unnecessary/duplicative PM tasks
• Front loading initial screening of projects
• Technology – Template Generator, AI for summarizing comments
• Working on MOA for JD Requests with VDEQ

STREAMLINING EFFORTS
“BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE, NOT PAPERWORK”
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• Preferred method of submitting most requests except:
• Reverification of General Permits with no changes from initial proposal
• Modification of Individual Permits
• When the Corps PM requests additional information but the project was not originally submitted through RRS

• State data needs to be incorporated as data fields soon

• Working on data sharing capacity for state agencies

• New modules and upgrades being developed all the time

• Feel free to contact us if you have any questions about the process

REGULATORY REQUEST SYSTEM (RRS)
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NORFOLK DISTRICT REORGANIZATION

https://www.nao.usace.army.mil/Missions/
Regulatory-Branch/Regulatory-Contacts/
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